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Pan II: Start Me Up! 

By Josef Wankeri 

This installment of the Beginner's Guide To 
System Disks will discuss how the System Disk 
starts up and loads everything into place as well 
as clearing up what most of the files on the disk 
are used for. Where the first part of this series 
was basically an overview of the System Disk, this 
instalment is mainly GSfOS information, and not 
genetic System Disk information. While the 
information presented in this article is not 
necessary for you to be able to use aSystem 
Disk, it is information that will generally be useful 
to know , even if aJI you use your computer for is 
running your word processor or playing games. 

Just how the heck does aSystem Disk start 
everything? Well I'll tell ya... On the first part of 
even,/ disk there is something called the boot 
block . When you turn your computer on, it starts 
searching aJI your devices to see if it can read in a 
boot block . If it can, it will read it in and then turn 
control over to whatever was read. In nearly every ’ 
case, the boot block contains a short piece of 
code M/hich loads in a bootstrap program . In the 


oase of a IIGS System Disk, this bootstrap 
program is called ProDOS . It is located in the root 
(i.e. the ’topmost") directory of your System Disk. 
The ProDOS file does a whole bunch of interesting 
things such as determining what operating system 
to load (ProDOS 8 orGSfOS). The boring case is 
PnoDOSJ80it loads in the file called P8 from the 
*:System: directory and then executes it. The 
interesting case is when the ProDOS file decides 
that GSfOS needs to be loaded. First, afile called 
Start.GS.OS is loaded and executed. This file 
contains ail the code necessary to load in the rest 
of GSfOS. 

The Start.GS.OS file does an enormous amount of 
work. It loads in the file GS.OS which contains 
the Loader and most of GSfOS . It also loads in 
the ERROR .MSG file . This file contains plain 
English translations of most GSfOS error codes. 
Next, all of the File System Translators (FSTs) are 
loaded, then Device Drivers are either loaded or 
generated. After that, Initialization (I nit) files are 
executed, then New Desk Accessories (NDAs) 
and Classic Desk Accessories (CDAs) are loaded. 
At this point, everything required forGS/OS to 
operate should be in memory. 
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Meetings.- Regular Membershi p 
The regular membership meeting is held on 
the third Thursday of the month, with a 
start time of 7:30 p.m.. The meeting is held 
at: 

the computer store'*, 

AAA Ferry Street, SaJem, OR. 

The general public is invited to attend. 

Meetings - Board of Directors 
The Board of Directors meeting is held 
before the regular meeting or as otherwise 
arranged. 

Annual Membership Dues 
Individual member $ 1 5 .00 

The WAC BBS is currently pro vided at no 
charge, however if you would like to make 
a donation to keep the BBS running, 
oontact: 

NeaJ Layton 
P.O. Box 18435 
3eJem,Onegon 97305 


Wac Journal ^ 


The WAC Journal is an independent 
publication not a/filiated or otherwise 
associated with or sponsored or 
sanctioned by Apple Computer, Inc. The 
opinions, statements, positions and 
views stated herein are those of the 
authorfs} or publisher and are not 
intended to be the opinions, statements, 
positions or views of Apple Computer, 
Inc. Apple, the Apple logo, and other" 
Apple trademarks are the property of 
Apple Computer, Inc. 

Authors should submit their articles in 
hard oopy, 3 1 72 inch disk or send it via 
modem to the editor at the above number 
by the first of the month. 

Copy should be submitted in ANY form 
you wish. I can read any format from any 
computer types so if you have 
something that looks good send it in. 

The WAC Journal is published monthly. 

Contributing writers are needed, 
especially for the Whos Who column. 
This is a member written column dealing 
with what each individual is doing with 
their computer, what kind of computer 
and programs you use, and how long 
you've had your computer. I can accept 
your article at any time for this column . 
Cali me! 

This newsletter was produced with 
Appleworks GS and printed on art 
lmagewriteri , i\ 
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...... Membership Replication 

Willamette Rpple Connection. Ino. 

Compatible User Group 
P \£;^ ok T>?52 Salem, OR 97303-0053 
Voice 838-5870 BBS 363-0861 


Please list computers) arid 3 oft ware yo u 
use regularly: 


PI ess e list a-'eas of int erest (i.e. DTP, 
graphics, spreadsheets, etc.): 


Membership fee is $1 5.00 annuaJIy. 

PI eas e mak e y 0 ur c h ecks payabl e 1 0 : Wiliam ett e Ap pi e C onn ecti on, Inc . 
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